
1. Com plainant  in it iat es 
a com plaint

1. Universit y in it iat es 
an adm inist rat ive 

com plaint

3. Com plainant  receives 
respondent 's st at em ent

5. Fact -f inding 
invest igat ive repor t  

provided t o t he par t ies* *

Invest igat or  int erviews par t ies and 
w it nesses and reviews docum ent s

4. Fact -Finding Invest igat ion

6. Panel Review* * *

The Panel m eet s and reviews t he 
fact -f inding invest igat ive repor t

7. Pre-Decision Conference

The Panel Chair  and Tit le IX 
Coordinat or  m eet  w it h each 
par t y individually and review  

t he prelim inary decision

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT ADJUDICATION PROCESS SUMMARY

Respondent  receives com plaint  and has 5 
business days t o subm it  a w r it t en st at em ent

2. Respondent  is Not if ied of  Disciplinary Charge*

8. Par t ies can provide any 
rebut t al inform at ion w it h in 5 

business days of  t he conference

The Panel w il l  issue a w r it t en Panel's 
Decision of  t heir  f indings on t he 

preponderance of  t he evidence st andard

9. Panel's Final Decision

Eit her  par t y can 
appeal a panel's 
decision* * * *

Questions? Please contact the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (617) 627-3298 or oeo@tufts.edu or Director OEO and Title IX Coordinator Jill Zellmer

Usually t akes 
60-90 days

[6-9 can t ake 
a few  weeks]

20% of  
cases

80% of  
cases



* An aut om at ic no cont act  order  is put  in place and bot h par t ies 
signs Pr ivacy/Non-Ret aliat ion Acknow ledgm ent s.   

* * The repor t  is accessed t hrough a secure por t al.

* * * The Panel is assem bled by t he Tit le IX Coordinat or . All panel 
m em bers af f irm  t hey can be neut ral and par t ies conf irm  t hey do 
not  know any of  t he panel m em bers.

* * * * Eit her  par t y can appeal a Panel's decision w it h in 7 business 
days, on 3 bases: procedural er ror , new  evidence, and/or  sever it y 
of  discipline. For  t he appeals process a new panel is convened. 

Off ice of  Equal Oppor t unit y
Jil l  Zellm er , Execut ive Direct or , Tit le IX 

Coordinat or  and 504 Of f icer  
196 Bost on Ave Medford, 4t h f loor  MA 02155

617.627.3298  |   oeo.t uf t s.edu
t uf t s-oeo.et hicspoint .com
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